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ACTION ARA-20 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SAB-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 

INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 
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INFO AMEMBASSY PANAMA 

CONFIDENTIAL TEGUCIGALPA 0363 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, HO, PN 

SUB J : VISIT OF GENERAL LOPEZ TO PANAMA 
REF: STATE 005161 

1. CHIEF OF STATE LOPEZ HAS CONFIRMED TO US THAT 

HE PLANS TO VISIT PANAMA ON FEB 3. HE SAID HE PLANNED 
TO AVOID AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE GETTING DRAGGED INTO THE 
PANAMA CANAL AFFAIR AND ASKED US WHAT WAS CURRENT 
STATUS OF TALKS. DCM SAID THAT NEGOTIATORS HAD 
AGREED ON GENERAL PRINCIPLES (LINEAMIENTOS ) FOR 
FURTHER TALKS AND THAT PRINCIPLES WERE UNDER STUDY IN 
CAPITALS. DCM UNDERTOOK TO AMPLIFY THIS IF FURTHER 
INFO WAS AVAILABLE. 

2. ACTION REQUESTED: WOULD APPRECIATE SOONEST APPRO- 
PRIATE GUIDANCE ON WHAT TO PASS TO GEN LOPEZ. IF 
NOTHING ELSE. WE CAN COMPLETE INFO IN "ADVISORY'' TO 
FIRST QUESTION IN PRESS GUIDANCE REFTEL. 

3. COMMENT: IT WILL PROBABLY BE DIFFICULT FOR 

LOPEZ TO AVOID SOME EXPRESSION OF SYMPATHY FOR PANAMA. 
SANCHEZ 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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